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DIALOGUE 


BET WEEN 


Dick ana Tom, &c- 


Dick. H= Tom,well met ; faith I'm very glad to ſee thee; 


my heart leapt within me as ſoon as I encountred 
thee. 

Tom. I know not what you mean by your leaps 
and counters ; you Londoxers are ſo full of Complements which coſt 
you nothing : but will you give that honeſt Toms (as you call him) 
a Pot of Ale this cold froſty Morning ? 

Dick. With all my heart We are but a little way from the 
Cock in Awen-Corner, where Ill give thee ſuch a Cup of Liquor, 
as ſhall exceed Darby and Nottingham. 

Tom. Prethee make haſt then, for Pve a great deal of bulineſs to 
do before I go out of Town. 
Dick, We're there already, bleſs us ! here's a good Fire t00—— 
Core, heart of Oak, here's to thee, remembring all our Friends in 
| the Country. | 
| Tom. I'll pledge you heartily,but 'm ſure ſome of our Neighbours 
ha'n'r recover'd the fright they were in Yother day. 

Dick. What fright, 1n the name of Wonder ? 

Tom. Why, there came a couple of Fellows (who had almoſt 
kill'd their Horſes for haſt) into our Town, and told us the 1riſþ - 
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but twelve Miles from us ; killing Men, Women and Children, 
which {6 ſcar'd us that in a quarter'of an hour, our Market-place 
and Streets were fill'd, every one appearing in Arms ; the Women 
with Spits, Fireforks, and ſuch Kitchin Artillery, expeCting the 
Foe, but none appearing, we went to our homes ; yet the Cluldren 
were ſo frighted with the Alarm, that tell them the Iriſh are a com- 
ing, and us {cares *'em worſe than Raw-head, and Bloody-bones. 

Dick. "Twas much in that manner with us in the City, 'which 

d ſo great a conſternation in ſome timorous people, that they 
were afraid to go to bel for ſeveral nights, leaſt they ſhould wake in 
the morning and find their Throats cut. 

Tom. But all this while we are wide of the matter ; Prethee tel! 
me a little News, for I've a huge mind to know how things go. 

Dick. That was a queſtion fit to be ask'd four months ago ; but 
now 'tis as id[c as the Fellow that held his Watch in his hand, and 
ask'd his Friend what a Clock 'twas. 

Tom. Why, is there no News ſtirring ? 

Dick. News ſtirring why, Tom, we have nothing elſe ; we 
have Gazettes, Ixtellizences, Conrants, Mircuries, Orange Ggazettes,&c. 
which has ſo inrich'd the Hawkers, that *tis believ'd they will be 
incorporated, and made one of the Ciry Companies. Indeed a little 
afrer the Padlock Proclamation, News was as fares as Roſemary after 
the grear Fraſt, but now men have liberty of tongue, as well as li- 
berty of Conſcience; *tis grown theftapte Commodity of rhe times. 

Tom. Bur Atl} you let me hear none. 

Dick. What wonld'ft thou have me tell thee, that the King is in 
Frapce, the Lord Chancellor in the Tower, fome Jeſuits in Neweare, 
and 

Tom. No more, no more, all this 1s old News. 

Dick. "FhatT knew, for News like Fiſh ſtinks in three days : In 
ſhort, Tom, he muſt -have better Lungs than 4 that can-rell you 
the variety of Reports, which occurr in London 1n one day. 

Tom. T heard Ireland was in fad condition. 

Dick. Moſt certainly, Tyrromnel and his booted Apoſtles are re- 
ſolved to live and dic in Defence of Popery ; bur leaving them to the 
determination of -God's Providence, and the ſucceſs of the Prince's 
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= conferr Notes about the Preſent Poſture of the Engliſh 
Afﬀairs. 

Tom. Lord | you know I'm no Stateſman. 

Dick, Nor is every man 1n a Ship a Pilot, but he that in a Storm 
dextrouſly manages a ſingle Cable, may be as ſerviceable as he that 
guides the Rudder. | 

Tom. It you mention a ſyllable of Stockcraſy, or Mockraſy, I ſhall 
not be able to ſay a word more, 

Dick. Not I iincerely, we will not entangle our diſcourſe with 
any Inquiries into the ſeveral Modes of Goverament, but confine 
our thoughts to the preſent JunEture. Give me leave therefore to 
ask you what you thought of the Complexion of the Times, before 
there was the leatt whiſper about the Prince of Oraxge's coming into 
England. 

1om. Why, I thought, as other people did, that Liberty of Con- 
ſcience was a good thing ; that the King could do no wrong ; that 
notwithitanding ſome ill- things, the King did not defign to Intro- 
duce Popery. 

Dick. O Credulity, Credulity whither wile thou carry men ? 
why, Tom, 'twas that undid us all, our Grandmother Eve's aptneſs 
to believe the Serpent, caus'd her to taſte the fatal Apple, and all 
her poſterity have catch'd her diſtemper. 

Tom. Why, you would not have poor country Tom, have as long 
a head as a Privy-Councellor ? 

Dick. But I hopz an honeſter than ſome of them had. The deſign 
to introduce Popzry in this Nation formerly, was carried on with 
artifice and ſecrecy, but now they were ſo open in their attempts 
that every project ſeemed to carry its countermine a long with it, 
and *cis time to arm, when the general cry is, Sampſon the Philt- 
fins are upon thee. 

Tom. | read ſomewhere lately that misfortunes will come,or they 
will not come ; if they will not come, 'tis nonſenſe to trouble our 
ſelves about what will never be ; but it they will come, is Miſery 
ſo lovely an object as to be met half way? or ſomething to that 
purpoſe, 

Dick. Excellent Philoſophy : bur ſtill prevention is no out-of- 
faſhion virtue Had the Proteltants in France ſuſpeted the 

| Treachery, 
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Treachery, think you they would have come to that fatal Wedding 
in Paris, wherein ſo many Thouſands of them were butcher'd ? 

Tom. Nocertainly but who would have {uſpetted things in 
Exgland would have ever come to that paſs ? indeed the ſending the 
Bilhops to the Tower did a little diſgruntle us Country People. 

Dick. There's no Man certainly can think the Garret a ſafe place 
to {leep in, when the Foundation of the Houle totters : And none 
but a Man over-run with Partiality could ſuppoſe the Superſtru- 
ture would long continue, when the Pillars were taken down. 
But ſtill you give me no Anſwer to my Queition. 

Tom. You Catcchize me ſtrangely ; theſe Riddles pole me ex- 
treamly, 

Dick. Shall I give you my Thoughts upon the Matter —— Com- 
mon Fame has Recorded us Engliſh to be a People extreamly jea- 
lous and ſuſpicious of our Rights and Privileges, generally diſtruſtful 
of our Supcriors, and ſomewhat uneaſy under any ſort of Govern- 
ment ; but as the Devil is not ſo ugly as he is painted, neither 1s 
all that part of the CharaQter true ; Our Laws and Conſtitutions 
we may without Vanity affirm to be the belt in the World, if 
we reſpeCQ either tlie Honour of the Prince, or the Safety of the 
People : "The former's Prerogative, and the latter's Privileges, are 
ſo determined by Legal Boungs, that while they ſo continue there - 
muſt needs be an admirable Harmony in Government ; but when 
either of theſe are {tretch'd beyond their due Limits, the whole 1s 
put out of Frame ; but when thoſe of the Long-Robe (I mean the 
Scandals of it ) ſhall either by the Frowns or Smiles of their Prince, 
or by the Allurements of Intereſt, give him a Power of Diſpenſing 
with Laws, rendring their tellow Subjects jult ſo many Aſles to be 
led or driven according to the Humour of the Supream Governor : 
He that is of ſo cold a Temper as not to relent this in ſome man- 
ner, ought to be rank*d with the dulleſt of Iriſhmen, a Creature 
whoſe Soul ſerves only inſtead of Pepper and Salt to keep lis Body 
from ſtinking, unworthy the Title of Man, and unfit for the mean- 
eſt Converſation. 

Tom. Hold, Sir, hold, if my Lord Chief Juſtice ſhould over-hear 
you now, he'd lay you up in Lob's Pound tor this. 

Dick. Iſhould be glad to ſee his Lordſhip ; I know the Gentle- 
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men of Maualis College are unealy till they have made him ſome 
greatful Returns for his laſt Viſit to them. 

Tom, Was not that unlucky Buſineſs call'd, Purging the College ? 

Dick. Yes : It was a Purge with witneſs, to void the Bowls, 
and retain the Excrements ; no doubt but the other Colleges mult 
have undergone the ſame Courſe of Phylicl, had not the Revolution 
of time produc'd a new Scene of things. 

Tom. Certainly the Papiſts were bewitch'd when they gave his 
Majeſty ſuch curſed Counſel. 

Dick. Without queſtion they were infatuated ; but to uſe your 
Country Proverb, 'Fhey were reſolved to make Hay while the Sun 
ſhone. I am perfeCtly loſt in Wonder when TI think ferioully on 
this Revolution. To us that know it, it looks like a Dream,but to Po- 
ſterity it muſt certainly ſeem a Romance ; and the Hiltories of Dor 
Quixot, or Garagantua will ſeem the more authentick Relations of 
the Two, that all the Politicks of ſeveral Years lait paſt, ſhould 
be unravelled in Three Months ; certainly it argues *an exceſs of 
good Nature, to have Mandliz College reſtored, rhe Biſhop oft 
London's Suſpenſion raken off, the ſeveral ancicnt Charters giver 
again to their reſpeCtive Corporations, and all this doke on the 
ſudden. Lord! how unconſtant a Creature 1s Man ; to Day all 
Anger, Fury and Reſentment ; to Morrow, all Candour, Bent- 
gnity, Kindneſs, Love and Condeſcention. 

Tom. Why, verily, what you ſay is true enough ; we had as ho- 
nelt a Gentleman for a Mayor as ever broke a piece of Bread, but 
upon the new Regulation of our Town, he was turned out, and a 
Papiſt put in his Place ; on the ſudden our Charter comes, and then 
honeſt Mr. H was Mayor again, though it went againſt his 
Stomach to be kick'd up and down like a Foot Ball. 

Dick. Publick Officers ( honeit Tom) have lately been like Ta- 
vern Clocks, made to ſtrike Eight or Nine when it has been Three 
or Four in the Morning, according to the pleaſure of the Vintner, 
who has been ſure to get by ſuch deluded Company. *F'wasa happy 
time when the Entrance to the Temple of Honour was only by the 
Gate of Merit ; then Men of Learning, Senſe and Integrity, were 


thought rhe fitteſt Companions for a Prince ; but now the humble 
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Tom. When 1 was a_ School-boy I heard of one Dogeves, (I 
think they call him ) a Surly old Cur, that always lived in a Tub. 
Now had that Coxcomb complemented Alexander, "tis a Thou- 
ſand Pound to a Cherry-ſtone, but. he had been preferred. | 
Dick. I will not pretend to Vindicate the Cyzick, his Humour 
was nothing but his Pride ; but believe me, I had rather be honou- 
rably poor, than villainoully rich. 

Tom. But there's one thing I wonder at, that his Majeſty ſhould 
again retire after his kind Reception to Whitehall, ater his tirlt 
withdrawing. 

Dick. That's a Catholick Riddle I am not able to fathom ; his 
ſo ſudden departure occalioned a kind of Interregnum, which the 
Mobile being ſcnlible of, committed thoſe Outrages of Rapine and 
Violence on the Spaniſh Ambaſſadors Reſidence and Chapel, St. 
John's, the —nendy, cm Chapel in Lincolns-Inn- Fields, Bucklersbury, 
Lime-ſtreet, &c. Though he muſt be degencrated trom common 
Humanity, that will juſtific any ſuch baſe and-villainous Attions. 
- Tom, "The fame was done 1n ſeveral Parts of the Country, on 

the Houſes and Chapels of Papiſts, but honeſt Tom never lik'd 
{uch violent Doings. 

Dick. Spoke like thy ſelf. T heartily wiſh our Engliſh FaCtories 
beyond Sca do not {utter ſeverely for the Inſolence of a few Raſcal- 
ly Villains : Here, you know, Revenge magnities every thing be- 
yond its due proportion ; undoubtedly Relations from England to 
Foreign Parts will be ſtufted with a Thouſand Fallities, and that 
will be reſented as the Att of a whole City, which was only the 
Fury of an Ungovernable Rabble. 

Tom. But f(ince he has left us, who is our Governor ? 

Dick. "There wasa time in 1/rae/ when every Man did what was 
rightin his own Eyes—— But Heaven be praiſed, 'tis not ſo with 
us, for the Lords Spiritual and Temporal being aſſembled did una- 
nimoully deſire the Prince of Orange to take upon him the Govern- | 
mept Ciyil and Military, till Matters could be ſettled in a Free Con- 
vention to meet on the 224. of January. 

Tow. But after all ; Who is this Prince of Orawge, whoſe Name 
makes ſuch a noiſe in the World, we Country Folks know no other 
of him than that he Married the King's Daughter, when he was 
Duke of Tork ? Dick. 1 
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Dick. IT will not pretend to give you his CharaQter after the life, 
you muſt be content with ſome rough Draught. In ſhort, he is de- 
ſcended from the illuſtrious Houſe of Naſſaw, a name thar ſhines in 
Hiſtory ; he had all the Education of a high-born Prince ; early he 
became acquainted with the Rules of Government, and practiſed 
them with that ſucceſs, as to be made Stadtholder of Holland. The 
Dutch you muſt know are a people jealous of their Liberties to the 
laſt Degree ; and did not the Prince carry it with the higheſt mo- 
deration, that wary people would ſoon expreſs their uneaſineſs un- 
der his adminiſtration. He is one adorned with all the Virtues 
that are requiſite to his high Birth and CharaQter; his Juſtice is re- 
markable, his Prudence inimitable, his Temperance extraordinary, 
hisCourage andCondutt exceed expreſſion ; and all his other Virtues 
which wait upon theſe forementioned, are exalted to the higheſt 
degree that humane nature is capable of , in the prattice of all 
which he is ſo very happy, that his worſt Enemies could never fix a 
{ſcandal upon him. 


Tom. No——was he not ambitious when he came with an armed 
Force to Invade England ? 

Dick. Hold a little there, good over-haſty Tom, we mult ſerve 
your Queſtion, as Parſons do their Texts ; take it to pieces, and 
firſt, for the Ambition you ſeem to charge him with 

Tom. Lord, Sir, I am ſorry I faid that word ; I'm afraid you'll 
go and inform againſt me ; I have a Wife and four ſmall Children, 
and if you ſhou'd 
Dick. Prethee, honeſt Tom, never fear it, what,betray my Friend ? 
I'd cut my Throat as ſoon ; no, Tow, my deſign is only toundeceive 
you. "Twas not Ambition brought him hither, but a juſt Zeal for 
the Defence of the undermin'd Proteſtant Religion in England, &c. 
and to call it an Invaſion is as great a piece of Lunacy, asf T ſhould 
invite a qo to defend = houſe againſt ſuſpetted Robbers, 
and when he was entred, to call him the Thief. 

Tom. "Then was the Prince of O. invited hither ? 

Dick. Mot infallibly ; think you elſe that with a ſmall handful 


of men (in compariſon of the King's Army) he could have entred 
England (o quietly ? 
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Tom. Why, truly, I think not, but is it true that there are ſe. 

_ Rowen Catholicksin his Army that came over with him on his 
clign * 

Dick. "Tis ſo reported, and by many believ'd, for let that Church 
talk of Unity till the ſound of the laſt Trumpet, they are as envious 
againſt one another, as *tis poſſible, and like Switzers will fight 
for any that will but pay them, though *tis ſomewhat difficult to 
truſt them. 

Tow. Why, does the French King fight againſt Roman Catho- 
licks 

Dick. Undoubtedly his Ambition knows nodifterence between 
Catholicks and Proteſtants, elſe he would never have fallen out 
with hisHolyFather thePope,but let's leave him to the ſcourge of the 
Emperor,and return toour formerDiſcours'd of the Prince of Orange. 
You have ſeen, I ſuppoſe, all his Declarations. 

Tom. Yes, I have, and read'em, and if he is but as good as his 
word, then 

Dick. Youre till at your ifs ; why, has he not given all the de- 
monltrations imaginable of the ſincerity of his intentions, by ex- 
2oſing his Perſon to the dangers of Sea and Land, turning out 
all Popiſh Oſhcers through the Kingdom, and that he may not rely 
wholly upon his own wiſedom and conduct, or the advice ofa few, 
has by his Circular Letters Summon'd a Convention to meet this 
Month at Weſtminſter, there to debate what is fitte(t to be done in 
this critical Junfture. If theſe reaſons are not convincing to an 
up-prejudic'd underſtanding, let me live all the reſt of my life like 
a fool, and when dead be buried by Jack Adams. 

Tom. Iam convinc'd, yet, but juſt now you blam'd me for my 
ealineſsof belict, and now you chide me tor my ſuſpicion. . 

. Dick. Dear Tom, ben't angry, and we ſhall quickly come to 

a right underſtanding. But prethee, what greaſe Paper is that 
you are fumbling between your Fingers. 

Tom, I don't know well what it means ; a Woman dropt it juſt 
| before me, I took it up and call'd her to give it her, but either 
ſhe did not hear me, or it ſhe did hear me ſhe would not hear me, 
but went on as fait as ſhe could. | 

Dick, Let's {ce't, Tom. 


Tom, 
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Tom. "There tis, you are more Book-learn'd than I, but I believe 
itis ſome Quack Doftor's-bill, as you calVem. 

Dick. Yes, *tis a Quack's-Bill, but there are State-Mountebanks, 
as well as Pretenders to Phyſick, and the miſchief on't 1s the lat- 
ter give a thouſand Bills before they meet with one Patient, but 
thels ſort of Bills poiſon almoſt _ body that reads 'em. 

Tom. For my part 1 have not read it, but if it be ſodangerous as 
you ſay, tear it in pieces out of hand, 

Dick. No, No, I have my Antedotes about me ; Heaven be 
prais'd, Ill ingage it ſhall do neither of us harm. 

Tom. Why, do you underſtand Phyſick and Strology ? 

Dick. To trifle with you no longer, Tom, before I dread it I muſt 
tell you ſomething by way of Preface, 

Tom. Proceed then. 

Dick. Why, Tom, there are a ſort of men in the World that can 
ſce.farther into a Mill-ſtone than he that pecks it ; people of fuck 
ready intelligence, they'll tell you the preciſe Minute that the old 
Gentleman at Rome cuts his Corns, a week before he does it. Tell 
you of Maſlacres, Devaſtations, and other Calamities a long time 
bciure they happen, and theſe are thoſe kind of cattle that dropp'd 
this Bill, whole deſign is only to amuſe and frighten People with 
fears and jealouſies, of what perhaps will never be ; cauſing them 
like peoplein falſe alarms oft Fire, to break their Necks out at 
window to a- void being burnt—The Title on't is © Con 
ſoderations propos'd to the Elefttors of the enſuing Convention (that's 
the 'Text,) now let's hear the Application, an Uſeof inſtruction no 
doubt, © Gentlemen,God Almighty has now put it into your hands, 
* either utterly to ruin, or perpetually to ſettle three Kingdoms, 
* and with them the Proteltant Religion in general, by the choice 
you ſhall make of men to Repreſent you in the enſuing Conven- 
tion, (very good ;) you never yet er-joy d(and perhaps never may 
again ) ſuch another opportunity of making your ſelves and 
your poſterity happy ; your choice being now abſolutely free, 
without any force, or hazard, as formerly. 

Tom. Why, is not all this very true? merhinks the Paper ſpeaks 


honeſtly, 
B 2 Dick. 


(UM 


[ 12 ] 
Dick. You never heard a Mountebank bawl out upon the 
——Gentlemen, here in this Glaſs is a moſt infallible Poiſon, that 
will rid you of your lives in half an hour, but he ſincoths you up with, 
Geatlemen, here's a rich Cordial, Prepar'd after the Reccipt of the 
Duke of Florence; a ſingle drop of it in the mouth of a fick Perfon, 
has recover'd him, when all Doctors and Friends have given him 
over ; by this artifice you are drawn in to buy his Poiſon'd Stuff, 
while behind the Curtain he has the pleaſure to laugh at you. So 
*tis with this - Paper ; you little think what malignity comes after 
this ſweetning Complement : but I'll read on,and now prepare your 
Ears for as much Malice asever was crouded in a dozen Lines 
* Conſider, theretore,they ought not to be choſen that ridicul'd the 
* Popiſh Plot, and promoted ſeveral Proteſtant Sham-ones ; that. 
& did what in them lay to Surrender your Charter, or which is all 
& one,ſubmit to the King's Regulation of it : And diſcountenanc'd 
* and threatned all that would not give up the Rights of the City 
« as well as themſelves ; upbraiding them with the odious names 
«* of Enemies to the Government; that baffled you in your Choice 
« and Suffrage, and made many worthy Citizens Rioters, for af- 
& {erting their Rights therein; that ſwore illegal Sheriffs, by force 
of arms; that contrary to the known Rules of Common-Coun- 
< cils, pretended to repeal all the Proceedings of twenty years, 
« without ſo much as reading any att thereof ( except the 
* 'Tittes) or referring them to any Committee, and abſolutely 
& refuſing the _ queſtion, though defir"d, and that 1n a 
« word, did to the utmoſt in their ſphere endeavour to promote 
* the arbitrary deſigns of a Popiſh Court, to rob all freebota En- 
« gliſhmen of their inherent Rights and Privileges (Sir W. P. then 
Lord Mayor :) There's enough for a taſte. The next Paragraph re- 
lating to Sir P. R I omit that Gentleman, having ſuftered 
ſufficiently by the Court Party, as the people call it ; now to the 
Concluſion * But rather chooſe ſuch who in the Parliaments 
* of King Charles the Second, oppos'd Popery and arbitrary Po- 
& wer, in the face of Danger, and will now in all probability ex- 
& polethemſclves to the greateſt hazards, to eſtabliſh your Religi- 
& on, Laws and Liberties——Here's a heavy charge, but as little 
prov'd as poſlible, but granting all to be true, is this a time, to 


rip 


- 


[ 13 ] 
rip up old tories, while this Libeller little conſiders how the Court 
influenc'd all thoſe vio!:nt proceedings which then happea'd. 

Tom. But, ought not Men to be told of their faulrs 

Dick. Yes, But not in fucha manner; yet without any manner 
of Retlection, give meleave to ſpeak it, had ſome of theſe criminal 
Gentlemen, pointed at in the Libel, been EleQted for the City of 
Loxdon,they might perhaps have ſcrved their Country with as much 
integrity as tis believed the four choſen Members will do in the pre- 
ſent Coxvention ; the City of London,in all publick TranfaCtions,has 
always been the leading Card, moſt Corporations following her 
Example ; bur *cis the buſineſs of ſome people to ſow the Seeds of 
Diſſention, when there is the greateſt occaſion for Unity, Mens 
faults are lookt upon with a Magnifying Glaſs, while their merits 
or deſerts are ſeen with the wrong end of the ProſpeRive ; beſides, 
ſhould we once give ſpace for Recriminations, what Diviſion of 
Men is ſafe ? The Papiſt hates to hear of the Iriſþ or French Maſſa- 
cres, * 20 Roundhead cares not to hear the Exploits of 41 men- 
tioned. 

Tom, Nor the violent Church-man of Paſſive Obedience. 

Dick. Very merrily rejoia'd Tom; but were there a mutual for- 
bearance, and an extenſive Love and Charity, the Times would be 
much better ; what do you think is the intent and real deſign of the 
Paper laſt mentioned ? 

Tom. To ſow Steds of Diſſention ; T make uſe of your own 
words, you ſee I'm familiar. 

Dick. But do you ſee no further deſign ? 

Tom. Not that I can perceive. 

Dick. Then Þ'll tell you, *ris undoubtedly defign'd to under- 
mine the Church of Ergland. 

. Tom. How can that be ? 

. Dick. Why, thus; Theſe Gentlemen, and others mentioned, are 
of the Communion of that Church, they have done ſuch and fuch 
things, truſt 'em no more ; if they make the Majority in the Con- 
vention, then farewel Liberty of Conſcience ; and you will again be 
plagu'd with Informers and Conſtables, to moleſt you in your moſt 
peaceable Meetings, = Aſſembling together will be call'd a Riot, 
your Perſons dragg'd to Priſons, and your Goods taken from you, 

| your 
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'your Families undone, &c. theſe arc the things you ought to fear ; 
and now it is put into your hands to prevent them, therefore now 
or never Is not this a fearful Scene to a timorous fancy ? 
whereas, with the ſame reaſon, they may ſuſpe& an Army of 
French ſhould come croſs the Narrow-Seas on Horſe-back,as any 
of theſe ill-grounded Suſpicions. 

Tom. Why, Sir, though cis a little ſmother'd, think you the 
Church of Exglaxd has left her perfecuting Spirit ? 

Dick. *Tis the higheſt uncharitableneſs in the World to charge 
the whole Community for the faults of a few : Little do you think 
that that ſevere ſtorm which fell upon the Diflenters in 83 and 84, 
was occaſioned by Popiſh Councils, and hatcht at the Court ; the 
more pious and wiſe of the Church, did then, and do (till 
diſclaim ſuch Proceedings ; and I durſt pawn my Life for it, that 
this Age, nor the next, will ever ſee any ſuch Actions encourag'd 
by the Church of Exgland; but if Ambition, mask'd with a pre- 
tended holy Zcal for the Glory of Chriſt, will {till put the 
Diſſenters upoa ruining that Church, we may be ſuppos'd (not- 
with{tanding the often retorted Doctrine of Paſive Obedience) 
nor. tamely to ſtand ſtill, and ſee the Church deſtroy?d a ſecond 
time, by thoſe who might quietly enjoy the Linerty of their own 
Conſcience, provided chey diſturb not ours ; thoſe juſt fears and 
{uſpicions | Popery, are now vaniſht to that degree, that the very 
Name .is become a by-word, and were we but once united, we 
need not fear the moſt cloſe laid attempts of the Red-Letter*d Tribe. 

Tom. I hope we are (0. 

Dick. IT wiſh ſo too ; but when Papers are diſpers'd about, tend- 
ing to the villifying of the Church of Exg/and, and people whiſper 
ma Coftce-houſes, they hope to ſee a Common-wealth again ; what 
mult we gueſs but that the ruinc of che Church is ainvu at: Come, 
come, Tom, theſe are not the Methods to be taken at this time of day, 
the Prince, though Educated a Catviniſt, yet retains ſo great a ve» 
neration for the Church, by his daily Devotions at it, andreceiving 
the Sacrament in that Communion, which arc undeniable proots of 
his reſpe& and love to it, that may convince any impartial under- 
ſtanding of his firm and ſincere AﬀeCtion for it ; yet is he civil 
to the Diſleaters, who Complemented him in a Body upon a 
arriva 
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arrival at St. James's , aſſuring them his ProteCtion ;  andno doubt 

but a Parliament, when calld, will ſettle Liberty of Conſcience with 
its due limits; for let me tell you, the late grant by the King,, 
was only a ſpecious pretence to wheedle 'you into a tender opinion 
of the Catholick Religion, and that a Popiſh King was not fo for- 
midable a Creature; this you were to enjoy no longer than till 
things were ripe for execution theRomans making ule of you(parg- 
oning the rudeneſs of the Compariſon) as the Monkey did of the 
Cats-foot, only to pull the Cheſnut out of the fire ; for give the 
Jeſuit but even ground, and he'll quickly throw you : One would 


think, that a diſcerning inquiſitive Nation, as ours is, ſhould be 


no longer gulPd with pretences, but really ſee our own Interelt ; for 
if it is put into our hands ro get wildom, and we have no heart ta 
it, *cis juſt with Almighty God to deliver us upto our own folly, 
and our Poſterity, may with tcars, reflect on the happy opportu- 
nity loſt by their Fore-fathers, 

Tom. I remember, about four years ago, when the great Turl; 
Beficg'd Viewna, (by which you may know I read Gazettes lome- 
times) *twas a hot talk in our Country, whether *rwere not better 
to live under the Turks, who gave Liberty of Conſcience, than 
under the Papiſts, who would allow no ſuch thing 

Dick. By which, I gueſs you would inferr, that your darling 
Liberty granted you (though with deſign) by the Papiſts, will nor 
be continued by che Church of England, when the Reins of Go» 
vernmeat fall into her hands, 

Tom, The very ſame. 

Dick, Some perſons have been very bulie to give you a wrong 
notion of things; can the Compariſon any ways correſpond ? is 
the feigned friendſhip of the Church of Rom ſo indearing, as to 
make you torget all her former Crueltics ? or do the late ſeveri- 
ties, faid to be done by the Church of Ezgland, cauſe ſuch dee 
Impreſſions in your Memorics, as to make you diſclaim all friend. 
{hip with her ; certainly your minds are i(trangely vitiated to de- 
light more in the deſigning ſmiles ofa proſtituted Harlot,than in the 
cndearments of a chaſt, though injured Spouſe, 

Tom. As you fay, my Head is filld with notions, you would 
therefore do me a ſingular kindneſs to inform me what you mean, 


when you ſay the Church of England. Dick, 


' 
{ 
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' Dick. By the Church of England, T underftand that community 
of Chriſtians profeſſing the Faith of Chriſt in theſe Kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland,freed from the dregs of Popiſh ſuperſtition 
and idolatry ; not that I would have you think it owes 1ts Birth to 
Henry the Eighth, or is a Religion form'd by an Att of Parliament, 
but tollowing the methods of the beſt Fathers and Primitive Chri- 
ſtrans But of this no more; this Church, ſo fam'd for its Piety, 
Order, Decency and Diſcipline, the glory of the Reform?d, and 
envy of the Romiſh Religion, was never without its enemies : 
But not to rip up old ſtories, or recriminate what at this day is 
better forgotten ; I will at preſent confine my Diſcourſe to her 
behaviour fince the Acceſſion of King James the Second to the 
Crown. 

Tom. Vaith, Sir, your a 'parlous fellow at Hiſtory ; our Mayor 
can talk of nothing but what they did in Queen Elizabeth's days. 

Dick. Truly, Tom, IT ſhould be glad to add any thing to your 
knowledge, chough I am ſenſible 'rwould edify much more to talk 
with you concerning what price Cattel bear, or how Corn went 
laſt Market-day at St. Albans. 

Tom. Every thing in its ſeaſon, as the Woman ſaid when ſhe 
boild Thiſtles inftead of Artichokes. 

Dick. Then T'll begin; How induſtrious the C. of E. was to 

revent the Bill of Excluſion,I preſume you are nor ignorant : When 

ing Charles the Second died, and his Brother came to the Throne, 
all people were bigwith expeCtation to ſee how the Church of Exe- 
land would behave her felt, having a Popiſh Prince to govern her, 
relying upon what he ſaid at his firſt coming to Council, and his 
often repeated promiſes to maintain her ; the Preſs and Pulpits 
echoed with praiſes of James the Juſt, but alas how quickly was 
the Scene changed, and the {welling hopes of the Church turn'd 
into juſt fears of her Diſſolution ? the Biſhop of London ſuſpended; 
Magdalen oa; 4 illszally taken from the rightful Poſſeſſors;Perſons 
of ſcandalous Lives, and more ſcandalous dulneſs, preferr'd to 
Fellowſhips and Places in both Univerlities ; a High Commiſhon 
erected ; the Biſhops ſent to the Tower, for delivering a Petition, 
which "by abug'd and wreſted Law muſt be called a Libel ; yet 
after all ceaſed ſhe not to go on in her exemplary Loyalty ; but P 
| the 
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che Apoſtle ſpeaks in another eaſe, was patient in ſuffering, comtinui 
inſtant in Prayer, never heard to complain, but ſuffering all wich 
a molt Chriitian Courage, relying wholly on the wiſe Provi- 
dence of that God that never faiPd to hear her 1n diſtreſs ; and 
the more to afflict her, endeavours were us'd to ſeduce Perſons 
of unwary minds from her Comrhunion, by Miſlionaries, whoſe 
arts have ſince been detected by an ingenuous Pen. Yet after 
all ſhe triumphs, and litts up her head in deſpight of her Fors 
this is that Church of Exg/ard that ſtood in the Gap, when 
Jeſuits, Prieſts, Mercenary Commiſſioners, Renegado Biſhops, 
and falle Brethren (trove to ruine her, and now ſhe has eſcap'd 
the Storm, ſhall ſhe periſh in the Harbour ? Has ſhe bravely re- 
ſiſted all the Bombs and Aſſaults of Rome, ſhall a Geneva Mine 
blow her up ? Confider this ſcrioully, Tom; and then I am 
ſure you will be of my Opinion, that the Diſlenters had better 
pcaceably enjoy their Liberty, than by fomenting Animoſities and 
ſealouſies, give an occaſion to the common Enemy co ſpoil her, 
and ren” together ; for though between themſelves they dif- 
fer in Circumſtantials, yet rhe word Heretick includes them both ; 
the Popiſh rage burning as hiercely againſt Pizners-Hall, as again(F 
Lambeth-Chapel. 

Tom. Verily I thought the Church of Exz/and, and the Church 
of Rome difter'd, no more thau a Chopping-Bill does from a 
Hatchet, 

Dick. That's thy ignorance, Tom ; were you to ſee the Pomp 
and Pageantry in the Worſhip of the one, and the decent gravity in 
the Divine Service of the other, you would quickly be of another 
Opinion ; but of tlus ar another opportunity 3 we've a quarter 
of an hour to ſpare, and therefore we'll tal': of other Matters, for 
by this time I believe you are ſufficiently convinc'd, "tis not the 
Deſſenters Incerett co quizcrel with the Church of England. 

Tom, Why, truly, my eyes begia to be opened : But, what 
do you think of the Parliament nov fitting : 

Dick. No, Tom, you miſtake, 'tis a Convention, 

Tom. "That's a hard word. 
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Dick. *Tis the ſame _ in effect, only they cannot make or 
repeal Laws; the Kings withdrawing,and leaving the Kingdom in a 
kind of Inter-regnum ; the Convention is to conſider what is to be 
done. in order to the publick peace in this unheard-of ConjanEture. 

Tom. I know you've a long reach ; can't you gueſs what they 
will go about firſt ? for I long to carry a little News down into the 
Country with me 

Dick, As far as a gueſs goes Tom, I believe I may ſerve you; 
tis believed that one of their firſt Enquiries will be of the nature of 
the Kings leaving his _— and retiring into the Kingdom of a 
known Tyrant, which will occaſion a diſpute concerning the in- 
cumbent duty of a Prince, and the Allegiance of a Subject ; a ſearch 
will likewiſe be made into that nice point, the birth of the Prince 
of Wales; which, if prov'd a Forgery, will add much to the 
Juſture of the Houſe of Modeza, and the Society of Jeſus ; but if 
found a reality, the young Gentleman to be ſent for over, and Edu- 
cated in the Proteſtant Religion : A time will be likewiſe appointed 
for the calling of a Parliament, which 'tis believ'd will be in April 
next, in order to ſettle the Grievances of the Nation, and try the 
betrayers of their Country, who are now incuſtody ; theſe are the 
moit probable ConjeCtures I can make of what will be done at the 
Convention, 

Tom. But d'ye think they won't proclaim a War againſt Fraxce ? 
methiaks I've ſuch an itching to kill a Moxſtevy or two, 

Dick. All in good time ; they have things of a greater moment 
to conſider ; but that haughty Gentleman, may know 1n time that 
his Bourdeaux Claret has not quite dampt the Exgliſh Spirits, but 
there are a Generation of Men alive who dare make him a bold 
viſit, 

Tom. Hetalks of heading an Army next Spring of about 80000 
Men ; d'ye think tis true ? 

Dick. Yes, By his Efigies ſtampt upon his Gold, that's his way 
of heading an Army ; he has no other methods to take Towns, but 
by bribes and treachery. 

Tom. I heard a report ſince I came to Town, that the Citizens 
have ſent the Prince 200000 Pound, that's more .than half the 


Men 1in our Town are worth. | 
Dick. 
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Dick. Yes, Tom, andare ready to lend him as much more if his 
occaſions require it ; this Money is not given to Prieſts and Jeſuits, 
for erecting Monaſterics and making Proceſſions, but purely to be 
imployed tor the good and ſafety of the Nation You lee, Tom, 
by the example of our unhappy Prince, how fatal it is for a King 
to retract from his Word and Coronation Oath 3 but why ſhould 
I wonder ? when the Maxim of theirs, That no Faith is to be kept 
with Hereticks, was viſibly praQtis'd before our eyes ; had he been 
true to thoſe who plac'd him on the Throne, he might ſtill have 
had Te Dewm ſung at his Chapel without moleſtation ; but when 
thoſe Yermin the Jeſuits crept into his boſome with their pernicious 
Morals , all Vows and Obligations were forgot, and rather than 
diſpleaſe his Jenatian friends, his own quiet, and his Subjects 
peace, mult be facrific'd ; but I fear I have already treſpaſs?d too 
much upon your patience. 

Tom. No, Sir, I could hear you till midnight, but I have 
outſtay'd my time, and therefore ask leave to bid you God 
b* wy . 

Dick, Honeſt Tom, I wiſh I had more of thy Company, but if 
you are in halte, Farewel. 


F INTIS. 


